
Range Drought Recovery
What to do if it rains

• Weed Control
• Reseeding
• Fertilization
• Water Quality



Weeds
• Less than 1500 lbs. of RDM

–  Guidelines for RDM YouTube Video
• Bare ground + Seed bank 
• Maybe Poisonous Plants

Barbed Goatgrass

Yellow Starthistle

Medusahead

Buttercup

Tarweed

http://youtu.be/Jp4ekCJBlYU


Control Methods
Only two real methods for fall
• Mechanical

– Mow, Disk, Reseed
• Herbicidal

– Mostly Broadleaf Control
– 2,4-D, Milestone, Glyphosate
– Reseed
– http://sfrec.ucanr.edu/files/179218.pdf

http://sfrec.ucanr.edu/files/179218.pdf


Reseeding
• Soil test & Fertilize If Needed
• Disking
• Broadcast vs. Drilled
• Seed Selection & Rates

– Annuals vs. Perennials + Legumes
– 20 to 25 lbs/a, 50:50 mix

• Timing
– Oct 15 to Nov 15 up to Dec 15



Soil Sampling

• 20 to 40 Random 
Samples

• Composite Sample
• Paper Bag ⅔ to ¾ 

full
• Site ID & Contact 

Info
• Range or Pasture?



Lab Results
Phosphorus (P) Soil test level

--------- ppm --------- Amount of phosphate 
(P2O5) to apply

0 to 10 220 lbs/a

11 to 25 88 lbs/a

Over 25 44 lbs/a

Sulfur (SO4-S) Soil test level Amount of Sulfur (SO4-S) to apply

0 to 7.5 10 to 20 lbs/a



Multiple Sample Lab Results



Multiple Sample Lab Results Con’t



Formulas: How much to apply?
• What the formula means

– 16-48-0-20, 11-52-0, 0-45-0
– % Nitrogen, %Phosphorous as P2O5, %Potassium 

and %Sulfur
• Nutrient need in pounds / (% nutrient in 

analysis/100)= pounds of material
• Example: How many pounds of 11-52-0 are needed 

for 50 pounds of P2O5 recommendation?
– 50 / 0.52 = 96 pounds of 11-52-0



Fertilizer Benefits

• Increased yield up to 60%
• Impact lasts up to 4 years
•    summer annual weeds (Mh & GG)
•    palatability,     protein, phosphorous
• With N, legumes     first year

– Legumes increase there after
• Pick the easy sites!



Seed Choices
• Dryland Range
• Annuals

– Ryegrass, Fescue, Brome
– Subterranean Clovers

• Promising Perennials
– Luna wheatgrass, Flecha fescue, Anderson blue 

wildrye, and Hardinggrass Advanced AT
– Should be planted with a clover
– Defer grazing for 2 years



Water Quality

• Do a sediment 
inventory

• Roads account for 
more than 80% of 
sediment on North 
Coast

• Check the culverts!





Other Weeds

Bedstraw

Common Groundsel

Fiddleneck

Hyssop loosestrife

Pineapple weed

Field bindweed
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